Khama
Look at the ancestral inheritance of this man,
and then talk of Determinism! True, you can
trace some of the secrets of his strength. The
hardy courage, the inflexible will, the instinct
for leadership, the quick intuition and almost
uncanny insight into human nature, together
with a certain native skill in tribal diplomacy;
all these he drew from Ms forbears. But these
are not the qualities by wMch Khama will be
remembered in history as one of the greatest of
native chiefs.
By all the laws of precedent and all the
principles of eugenics, he ought to have become
a super-savage, a scheming, relentless, black
butcher, in a red blanket, and, had he done so,
ere this, Ms name would have been blotted out of
history and his tribe would have passed into
oblivion before the decimations of war, famine,
pestilence, and the civilization of " Cape Smoke."
But by some magic alchemy the entail has
been broken, and a character drawn from such
springs has been for fifty years as a Well of Life
in the Deserts of the Great Thirst Land. Erom
what ancestors did he draw that strange dignity,
that perplexing rectitude, which have made his
name respected alike by black and wMte, by
heathen and Christian, by trader, hunter,
soldier, and missionary ?
Tlie Bantus are a mixed people, and there
are signs of a considerable mixture with the
Galla aad Arab races of North Africa. Colonel
I**gard declares that the Bantu cMefs often
took their wives from the higher races of
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